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Schreibman will challenge Gibson

by Jimmy Vielkind

March 7, 2012

The congressional lines proposed by U.S. Magistrate Roanne Mann mean there are now two Democrats who will challenge Rep. Chris Gibson: Dutchess County Legislator Joel Tyner and former Ulster County Democratic Chairman Julian Schreibman.

Schreibman, an Ulster County native, was included in the new district proposed this morning. It contains that county, home to Kingston, as well as more Democratic areas of Poughkeepsie in Dutchess County.

“My opponent will be first-term tea-party Republican Chris Gibson. That’s a race I’m eager to fight and win on behalf of the people of our region,” Schreibman said in a statement. “Although redistricting is only now being completed, I have been campaigning since January because I don’t believe in measuring the odds before standing up for our communities’ values.”

Tyner, Gibson’s other declared opponent, said “the more the merrier” when told of Schreibman’s intentions. He has actively worked to increase his name recognition, but has not attracted substantial support from Washington D.C.-based groups that often spend lots of money in these races.

“I’m still very much in it to win it. I’ve picked up quite a bit of grass-roots support from Democrats and labor activists and anti-fracking activists,” said Tyner. “I think that Mr. Gibson is eminently vulnerable. Kathy Hochul was not supposed to win the 26th District last May.”
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